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To the Honour 4 


Mrs. Ives of B raden. 


. 


HIS Sermon, Anh was 
1 Preach d by your. Ap- 

pointment, is now publiſ d at 
your Requeſt. I am very ſen- 
ſible how inferiour the Chara- 
Cer J have attempted, is to the 
diſtinguiſh'd Merit of the Per- 
ſon. But your Goodneſs will 
ſcreen all Faults, and your Patro- 


nage will protect from all Cen- 
ſure. And now if in the Per- 


uſal of this imperfect Diſcourſe, 
| = 1215 find any Conſolation, 
A 2 nothing 


Iv DEepicaTIONn. {| 


nothing will more E 2 my 
uneaſie Thoughts on the ac- 
count of ſo Unequal a Per- 
formance, than the Satisfaction | 
of being able to contribute in 


any M caſure to the Comfort of 
a Lady, whole Felicity I cou'd 
with might have continued as 
undiſturb'd, as fo much ac- 
knowleg'd Goodneſs deſerves, lf 


Tam, Mapan, 
Your moſt Obedient 


AND. 


Devoted Servant, 


E D. Cooker. 


SERMON 


Preach d in the 


1 Tarsss. IV. 14. 


God bring with him. 


* T: the Verſe gane ie preceeding 


thus to the Theſſalonians : But J won d 

rot have you ignorant, Brethren, con- 

cerning them which are aſleep, that you ſorrow 
not, event as others which have no o hope. 


* 


Here 


Pariſh Church of Braden, &c. 


* For if we believe that Jeſus died 
aud roſe again; eden ſo them 
alſo which fleep in Jeſus, will 


the Text, the ' Apoſtle directs himſelf 
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Here we may obſerve, that he does not 
blame all Sorrow for the Dead, but that 
which was immoderate and exceſſive z and 
this he imputes entirely to their Tgnorance, 


and for future Prevention, inſtructs them 


concerning the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and 
his coming again in great Majeſty and 
Glory. 

" Whil they continued Heathens, they 


of the Soul, 4. 


of the 


at all of the Reſurrection of the Body. 


And therefore to prevent their . 
rate Sorrow for the Deceas d, he advances 
this Conſideration, that the Death of the 
Saints is but a Sleep. The Souls of the Righte- 
ons are in the Hand of God, and the i 
ting their Bodies to the Grave, is but a 


ſolemn Preparation to a future Harveſt. 


After Sleep we know there is an awakening, 


and that Nature is thereby refreſh'd : And 
fo it is with-the Faithful in their Death 5 


their Graves are the / Beds wherein they 
fleep till the Reſurrection, and then they 
ſhall riſe. and come forth, never to return 
to thoſe. dark and gloomy Habitations any 


more. And this — Apoſtle urges. às con- 
ſolatory and preventive of extreme Sorrow 


for Friends departed in the Favour of Go D. 


Nature 


had but very faint and imperfect Notions 


. 
a | 
* 
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Men, but not to mourn without Hope, as 
Chriſtians ; for there is Hope in their Death. 
Tho they are gone from us, yet this is not 
a final Adieu, this is not an eternal Farewel. 


After the determin d Time fix'd by the great 
' God of Heaven and Earth, the abſolute 


Lord and Diſpoſer of all Things, they 
who die, and are reſolv d into the Elements 
of which they. did originally conſiſt, ſhall 
awake, and come out of their .Beds of 
"Duſt; and in all Probability their Chriſtian 
rriends ſhall know them, and their meeting 
together again ſhall wonderfully contribute 
to their mutual Felicity: So that it is enough 


for Heathens, who have no Hope of ſeeing 


their Friends more, to be impatient, and 
mourn out of meaſure for them, when 
once gone; but for Chriſtians to expreſs 
Exceſs of Sorrow, argues Weakneſs of Faith. 
For ſays the Apoſtle in the Words of my 
Text, If we believe that Jeſus died and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him. 
It is a Sleep that will give us Reſt from 
our Labours ; a Sleep, that tho' it deprives 
us of the Light of this World, will bring 
us to the Viſion of the Radiant Source and 
Fountain of all Lights. | 


Nature indeed will incline us to mourn as 
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He produceth this to prove the Reſur- 
rection of the Juſt. For as ſure as Chriſt 


Jeſus died and roſe again, ſo ſure will all 
true Chriſtians riſe and appear with him in 


Glory. Chriſt Jeſus underwent Death with 
all its Terrors, that it might be a calm Sleep 
and Repoſe to his People. And they enjoy 
as perfect and compleat reſt upon their Beds 
of Duſt as upon the ſoiteſt Down. Be- 
lievers die in peace. The firſt Martyr, Saint 
Stephen, in the midſt of a Shower of Stones, 
fell a ſleep, as the inſpird Evangeliſt with 
great Elegance expreſſes it. Being reconcil'd 
to God thro' the precious Blood of Chriſt, 
they are not at all alarm'd at his call, but 


with the utmoſt Tranquility reſign their 


Spirits into his Hands, and often are impa- 
tient for the joy ful Summons, having no 
buſineſs to detain them here, and no great 
matter to invite their ſtay. And being born 


up with ſtrong and lively hopes of a Glori- 


ous Inheritance; They cry out with gcod 
old SiFeon, Lord nom let thy Servants depart 
in peace, for our Eyes have ſeen thy Salua- 
tion. 
There is a vaſt diſproportion between the 


Death of the Righteous and of the Wicked. 


The Death of the Saints is precious in the 
Sight of God : Their Bodies are kept in the 
: Boſom 


e ha fol 


preach'd at BR ADEN. 9 
Boſom of the Earth, to be raiſed in Glory 
And on the other Hand, the Death of the 
Wicked is accurſed : Their Bodies ſhall in- 
deed be re-united unto their Souls, but to 
their Eternal Confufion and Miſery. They 
that have been Companions in Pleaſare, ſhall | 

be likewiſe ſo in Pein. Their Reſurrection 1 
ſhall be effected, by the Infinite Power f | 
Go , as their tremendous Judge, when as 5 
the Refurrection of the Juſt ſhall proceed | 
from Chriſt, as their glorious Head and gra- | 
cious Redeemer. 3 | 

And this is what I ſhall endeavour to make 
_ in treating of my Text in the enſuing . 
Order. 


1. I will ſhow who they are that may be | 
ſaid to ſleep in Jeſus. | 
2, 1 will ſhow how ſuch Perſons are 
aſſured of their riſing to Life again. 


And 1B. I will ſhow who they are, that | 
may be ſaid to ſleep in Jeſus. 85 
This is of infinite Moment to know, both | 
for the awakening of the Secure, who vain- ; 
ly preſume upon their Intereſt, in the Salva- 
tion of the Goſpel, and for the Confirming 
and Encouraging of the Saints. Now we 
have an infallible * of Tryal declared by 
| Rn 
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St. 70%; He that hath the Son hath Life, and. 


he that hath not the Son, hath not Life. All 


the excellent and comfortable Benefits pro- 
_ cured by our Saviour, are communicated 
only to thoſe that are united unto him. 


There is no Condemnation to thoſe that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, - vitally as their Head, 
from whom are deriv'd all Spiritual Influ- 


| ences. And ſuch are deſcrib'd by this in- 
fallible Character, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit. The Bleſſedneſs 


after Death, which is aſſured by a Voice 


from Heaven, is with this preciſe Reſtriction, 


excluſive of all other, Bleſſed are the Dead 
which die in the Lord, The glorious Reſur- 


rection at the laſt Day, when the Bodies of, 
the Saints which now reſt in Hope, ſhall be- 


come Incorruptible and Immortal, is the 
happy Effect and Conſequence of Union | 
with Chriſt. Thus the Apoſtle declares, As 
in Adam all die, ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alive. As all that were naturally in and from 
Adam, the Corrupt Fountain of Mankind, 


are under the Sentence of Death, ſo all that 


are in Chriſt, the Head of the Regenerate, 
ſhall partake of his Bleſſed Life, 
Nov the Bond of this Union to Chriſt is 


the Holy Spirit, which is the inward power- 


ful Principle of Holineſs and new Obedience 
0 
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in all true Believers. He that is joyn'd to the 
Lord is one Spirit, that is, by the Spirit of 
Sanctification and Holineſs has a real Partici- 
pation of his Life. So that the ſame Mind 
that was in Chriſt Jeſus, is, tho not in ſo pure 
and perfect a manner, in all Sincere Chriſtians. 
As his Converſation was, ſo is theirs in an 
inferior Degree in this World. Rene w'd 
Chriſtians are ſaid to be in the Spirit, being 
by that illuminated, enclind and enabled 


todo God's will. And the Spirit of God is 


ſaid to dwell in them by his peculiar and 
eminent Operations. As the Spirit of Truth 
to enlighten the Underſtanding with ſaving 
Knowledge, to ſee the Reality and Ex- 
cellency of Supernatural Things, the great 


| - Myſteries of God and Eternal Glory; and 


as the Spirit of Holineſs, to inſpire the Soul 
with Divine and Unutterable Deſires after 
the Favour and Grace of God. 

And now from what has been ſaid, we 
may clearly judge whether or no we have an 
Intereſt in Chriſt and his Benefits. For the 
Apoſtle plainly tells us that if any Man have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt he is none of his. Rom. 
8. 9, But thoſe who have Communion 
with Chriſt by his Spirit, have a Share in his 
Victories, and may with Confidence expect 
to fleep in him. For we ere aſſured that if 

| 2 the 


12 A Funeral SER WOW 


the Spirit of bim that rais d up Jeſus from the 
dead, dwell in us, he that rais d up Chriſt from 
| #he Dead ſhall alſo quicken our mortal bodies, 
by the Spirit that dwelleth in ut. Rom. 8. 11. 


But thoſe that never felt the ſanctitying Effi- 
cacy of the Spirit in their Hearts and Lives, 


and outward Profeſhon, yet they have really 
no other Union with Chriſt, than a dead 
Branch with a Tree, that receives no Sap 
and Virtue from it. And indeed a Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip with fuch an in- 
finitely pure Spirit, are ſuch things as a car- 


nal Eye cannot ſee, nor a carnal Judgement 


value. Who ever is in Chriſt is a New 
Creature, And only thoſe who partake in 


the firſt Reſurrection, that is, the Spiritual | 
Keſurrection of the Soul from the Graves of 


Sin, ſhall be exempted from the Power of 
the Second Death. And thus you may ſee 
who they are that ſhall ſleep in Jeſus. 


I come now in the Second place, to ſhow 
how ſach Perſons are aſſured of their riſing 
to Life again. BYE 


They who ſicep in Jeſus will God bring with 


him. 


And 


tho' they may be Chriſtians in Appearance 


preach'd at BRADEN. 13 


And 1ft. they are aſſur d of this from the 
Death of Chriſt. Far if we believe that Jeſus 
died and roſe again, even ſo them alſa which 
ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him. Chriſt 
Jeſus has for all thoſe that believe in him 
conquer d Sin, Satan, and Death. Theſe 
are the three mighty and confounding Ene- 
mies of Mankind. Sin firſt introduc'd Death, 
and all its preceeding Calamities into the 


Creator and Natural Lord, he was judicially 


given up to Satan, as the Executioner of 
Divine Vengeance, and to Death the King 


of Terrors. Now the Son of God came 
from his Throne in Heaven to deliver us: 
His Death was the full Price of our Liberty, 


and of our Salvation. Such was the Great- 
neſs of his Sufferings, in which the higheſt 


Degree of Obedience, and the loweſt of 


Humility were conſpicuous, as to be a valu- 


able Compenſation to obtain Eternal Re- 
demption for us. Naw when God the Su- 
! preme Judge is ſatisfied, Satan forfeits the 

Right he had to torment us. For Chriſt 
having ſpoil'd Principalities and Powers, 
| made a Show of them openly, triumphing 
| over them. Our Saviour died victoriouſly. 
The Tree of Infamy on which he ſuffer d, 


was the Trophy of his Conqueſt. His 
VVV | Death 


World. And when Man had renounc'd his 
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Death 'diſarm'd Satan of his Weapons, 
wherewith he ſubdued us, and thus van- 
quiſh'd the Deſtroyer. HE] BAK 
And as by the Death of our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer we are deliver'd from the Tyranny 
of Satan, fo are we from Death as a Curſe. 
The Curſe is remov'd. Death conlider'd as 
the Wages of Sin, is all Sting and. Poiſon. 
The Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength 
of Sin is the Law. Thus Death, beſides its 
Natural Terror, is attended with a moſt 
amazing Horror, by being arm'd with Sin, 
and ſtrengthen'd by the Law. Now our Sa- 
viour having in our Stead ſubjected himſelf 
to Death, the Penalty of the Law for Sin, 
there is no Condemnation to thoſe that are 


in Chriſt Jeſus. Chrift hath redeemed us ; 6 


from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for us. The Lord laid on him the 
Iniquities of us all, He bore the great Load 
of our Tranſgreſſions; and not of ours 
only, but of all likewiſe that partake of 
that Nature in which he ſuffer d: And thus 
we are aſſur d, that thoſe which ſleep in Jeſut, 
God will bring with him from the Conſidera- 
tion of Chriſt's Death. 106 . 

The Grave being not able to bind him, 
ſhall conſequently not be able to tye us 
down any longer, than his Divine Pons 
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i , 
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ſhall begin to call us out of the Duſt; 
when we ſhall hear his Voice and come 


forth, without any Oppoſition or Reſi- 
ſtance. 


But, 2dly, We are aſſurd of this from 


Chriſt's ReſarreQion. As our Surety, he 
was under the Arreſts of Death. It be- 


coming the Holy Majeſty of God, and con- 


ducing to the Ends of his OEconomy and 
Government of the World, not to dero- 
gate from the Dignity of his Laws, but to 


lay the Penalty on his Son, who interpos d 


for us. Now having finiſh'd the Work of 


our Redemption by his Sufferings, his Re- 


ſurrection was the Reward of his Paſſion. 


And hereby his Innocency was vindicated, 
for he was reputed, and ſuffer d too as a 


Male factor; and herein God's Juſtice was 
alſo declar'd to be ſatisfied. Wherefore the 
Apoſtle ſays, That be died for our Sins, and 


| roſe again for our Juſtification. Having paid 


our Debt; be was releas d from the Grave, 


and his Diſcharge was moſt publickly mani- 


felted to the World. 

Thus by his Death and Reſurrection he 
has pluckt out the Sting of Death, and 
e the Strength of Sin, the Law; pre- 
vail'd over the Gates of Hell. ſpoil'd and 
bound the Prince of Darkneſs, _ broke 


in 
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in ſander the Bars of the Grave. The 


Grave is now become only a Place of foft 


Repoſe, which receives us into its Boſom 
for a Time, but muſt deliver us up at the 
great Day of Retribution: When an Uni- 
verſal Earthquake ſhall ſhake the Tombs, 
and unlock all the Repoſitories of Nature. 
When this crumbled Duſt of ours, that has 


common Earth, and diſpers d over the 
whole Face thereof, and ſubjected to all the 
Revolutions of Nature, ſhall be recollected 
by that Infinite Wiſdom that knows where 
all the ſcatter'd Parts of our Bodies he, and 
by that Infinite Power that can rally them, . 
and make every Atome of our divided 
Aſhes ſtand up in its Place whenever he ſhall 
call.- 

And what can be greater Matter of Won- 
der and Amazement, than that the Son of | 


_ God, who originally poſſeſs d Immortality, 
 ſhou'd diveſt himſelf of ſo much Splendor, 


and ſubmit to our loweſt Infirmities, to moſt 
exquiſite and unparellel'd Sufferings, and at 
laſt, to a moſt barbarous and ignominious 


Death. 


Now the Reſurrection of Chriſt is the 
Argument and Claim of our happy Reſur- | 
rection ; for God choſe him, and bp pointes 

| im 
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1 t& be the Example and Principle! from 
Both all Divine Bleflings are detivd 0 
„ Accotditigly he tells F Diſciples, Be- 
ſe I de, It lid alſo. Our Nature 
fas raĩs d in isPetfon; and in our Nature 
Il : Belfevers 3 ' wherefore- he is called tlie ö 
19 Fruits" of them that ſteep : Becauſe as N 
firſt Fruits were a Pledge, and an Aſ⸗ ö 
Ain of the following Harveſt; and as | 
rom the firſt Fruits being'offer'd unto God, 
5 e whoſe Harveſt was entitled to Conſccra- 
o ur Saviour's Reſurrection fo. 2 
ife of Gloty is the Earneſt and Aſſurance 
outs. He is call'd the Firſt Born among 
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le Dead, and owns the Whole Race of | 
d parted - Believers as his Brethren, who 1 


11 n be reſtor'd to Life according to his | | 
mern. He is the Head, Believers are his — 
a. fembers, and therefore ſhall have Commu- | 
of fon with him in his Life. And thus they. - 
u. e faid to be rait d up tog ether, and made to ” 
J»* is Heavenly Places in Chrift Jeſus. His 
of feſurrection was Victorious and trium- 
hant 3 and is it therefore conceivable that 
> ſhou d leave the Saints, his own, by ſo 
any dear Titles, under the Power of 
he earth? If Moſes, "the Deliverer of Jrael 
| om the Tyranny of Pharoab, would not 
ed fer any thing of theirs, not an Hoof to 
Um C remain 
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remain in the 


palaid in forcing the Grave to releaſe its im 


Saints which ſlept, aroſe, and came out of theit 


the Redemption of our Bodies, is the la 


then Death ſhall be ſwallow'd up in Victo 


Houſe of Bondage, a as youl 
have it, Exodus x. 16. Will our Great 
Redeemer, the mighty Champion and Cap- 
tain, of our Salvation be leſs perfect in hi: 
Work > Shall our laſt Enemy a 
his Spoils, our Bodies in the Grave? This 
wou'd reflect upon his Love and Power 
It is recorded bor early his Power was diſ 


priſon d Captives. Aud many Bodies 0 


Graves after his Reſurrefion, and went int 
the Holy City, and appear d unto many 
St. Matth. xxvii. 52, 53. What better 
Earneſt can we have, that the Strength o 
Death is broken? From what has beer 
done to what he can do, the Infetence is vey 
clear. The Apoſtle. tells us, he will raiſe on 
vile Bodies, — change them like unto bhi 
glorious Body, by that Power, whereby he i. 


able to ſubdue all things to himſelf, Our Re 
demption will then be compleat, and all the 


Bitterneſs of Death paſt. The Redemp 


tion of the Soul is accompliſh'd from Si 


and Miſery immediately after Death, bu 
in order to crown our Felicity at the laſt Day 


ry, and aboliſh'd for ever, Then ſhal 
there 
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always detain; 
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oul tbere be the” moſt glorious Appearance of 
cal all thoſe which ſleep in Jeſus, whom God will 


bring with him. What an admirable Sight will 


his) it be, that the Saints of all Ages ſhall at 


once ariſe glorified and immortaliz d to at- 


his tend upon our Saviour in the laſt Act of 


his Regal Office, and then to make a trium- 
phant Entry with him into Heaven. Tho 


im. It may be long to the General Reſurrection 


at the laſt Day, and yet perhaps ſooner 


zei than any of us here are well aware of; yet 
id it ſhall be with them that ſleep in Jeſus, as it 


is with them that awake out of a quiet na- 


tural Sleep, to whom the longeſt Night 


ſeems but as a Moment. So when the Saints 
awake from Death in the great Morning of 


uy che World, a thouſand Years will ſeem no 


more to them than as one ſingle Day. 


And then ſhall the Hand of Death draw 


;4 the Curtain of the great Tabernacle, and 
her in to ſee God Face to Face, in that 

alace of ineſtimable Majeſty, where we 
fhall have the ſtrong Rays of his Glory beat 
full upon us, and be our ſelves ſtrong enough 
to bear them. When God ſhall be eternally 


ſmiling upon us, and we eternally warm d 
and cheard with the Divine Preſence; 


then ſhall theſe Bodies of ours, which ſhal] 
be ſown in Weaknefs, be raisd in Power, 
as C 2 which 


 preachd at BRADEN. 19 


ning. 
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which ſhall be ſown in Diſhonour be rats d 
in Glory. And tho now but frail and 


brittle, tho now but dull, heavy and un- 


weildy Burdens, become impaſſible as An- 


gels, ſubtile as a Ray of Light, bright as 
the Sun, and nicaible as the Wings of Light- 


There is 2 moſt Solemn and M ajeſlick : 
Paſſage in the Revelation, in which *; John © 
con the real and poſitive Bleſſedneſs of 


thoſe that die in the Ford. I heard 4 Voice 
from Heaven, ſaying, write, from hence prth 
| bleſſed are the Dead that die in the d, 


even ſo ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt from their | 
Labours, and their Works do follow them, 
Thus the Recompence of their Works and 
Labour and Service, is Life and Immortality, 
the Crown of Righteouſneſs, and. the 
Weight of Glory, 

Awake therefore, and ſing ye that dwell 


in the Duſt, ye that are gone down into the 
Land of Oblivion, for you ſhall ſee your 


Redeemer ſtand at the latter Day upon the 
Earth. 


And let us that yet remain, whilſt we 


Live and dwell upon the Faith and ee of 


the ſame Bleſſed Immortality, Ane 


for all thoſe excellent Perſons, that now re- 
turn d to Duſt, out of A they were 
| taken, 
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taken, are gone down into Silence and are 
4 Sleep in Jeſus. Such as have been in their 
ſeveral Generations the Salt of the Earth, to 
preſerye Mankind from degeneracy and Cor- 
ruption. All thoſe Shining inſtances and ex- 
amples of - Piety that have been the Lights 
and Ornaments of their ſeveral Ages, and 
have left a bright Tra& behind them to di- 
rect their Followers to the Place whether 
they are gone before. NEE 
Let us then praiſe famous Men, them that 
have left a Name behind them, that their 
Praifes might be reported, Such as were 
honour d in their Generations, and were the 
Glory of their Times. Their Bodies are bu- 
ried in Peace, but their Name liveth for ever- 


And amongſt theſe let us now praiſe one, 
who was diſtinguiſh'd among the Rich, furniſh'd 
with. ability, and living peaceably in bis Habi- 
tations. One, whoſe many worthy Qualities 
have plac'd kim in the higheſt Eſteem amongſt 
the Men of this Generation, and will pre - 
ſerve his Memory grateful and precious to 
future Ages. One, of whoſe Worth and Ex- 
cellency you have been longer witne ſſes and 
are better Judges. One; whoſe Life run on 
as regular as the Sun, For as a wiſe Steward, 
he was Juſt and Frugal in the * 

5 3 is 
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his Time. And in every Stage of Life had 
bis Accounts ready, and had nothing elſe to 
do, but to trim his Lamp, refreſh his Vir- 
tues and compoſe him ſelf for Heaven. 
For he ever proportion'd his Care to the 
real Worth of Things; trampled upon thoſe 
little Projects of Profit and Pleaſure, which 
ſo enſnare and enſlave the generality of 
Mankind, and deſpis'd Honour, that great 
Idol, to which the Men of this World bow. 
Hisspirit breath d in too free and open an Air, 
to be caught with the Charms of either. He 
had a Soul too great to ſtoop to any little 
and unjuſt Condeſcentions, but declin'd and 
turn'd them off with a Generous Scorn : 
Having ever acted according to that noble 
and magnanimous Reſolition of Holy Fob, 
Fob. 27. 5,6. Till Tdie I will notremove my 
Integrity from me, my Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, 
and Iwill not let it go, muy Heart ſhall not re- 
proach me ſo long as I Live. For he was a 
Man of ſtrict and known Probity, of a firm 
and Compos'd Reſolution, a Chearful Heart, 
and an innocent Conſcience ; of good Prin- 
ciples without Violence and Fary, and of a 
good Life without Artifice or Oftentation. 
Having a Steady and Sober Experience of 
humane Things, he had taken off his Af- 
te&tions from the World, and was abave the 
| unpertinent 
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impertinent Concerns of Life. Sat looſe to 
all its periſning Enjoyments, and poſtpon'd 
every thing to the principal End of his Being. 
Having read Men as well as Books, and been 
converſant with Greatneſs as welt as Privacy, 


he join'd to his Study and Speculation a juſt 


Knowledge of the World and of humane 


Affairs, that is, to know there is no pre 


in them. 4 


\ The Entertainments of Reafon were his 


chiefeſt Pleaſures, and the Study of polite" 
Letters, and of all the Arts of Humanity his 


principal Entertainment and Delight. 


That Time, which Alas! too great a 
part of the World conſume in empty Joys 


and trifling Amuſements, the mean and in- 
fiped Diverſions of Life, he employ d in the 


attainment of Learned Sciences, and all Ho- 


nourable Accompliſhments. 


He had a great Solidity of Judgement and 
a moſt Logical Ratiocination. An extenſive 
Knowledge, and a vaſt Ambition ſtill to im- 
prove that Knowledge, tho' he was ſcarce 
Ignorant of any Thing. With what fineneſs 


of Reaſon, and with what Beauty of Stile 


have we often heard him Argue the Cauſe 
of the Injur'd and of the Oppreſsd? No 
Man ever ſpoke more Neatly, or more 


Weightily. Cou d 1, like him, tho' in a 
much 
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much inferior degree, but thus excell;: then 
might I hope to 4 Jaſt in the Praiſesof-Dif- 
tinguiſh d Worth, and to proportion this 
Comtnemoration of ſo Famous a Man to 
the Quality and Merit of the Perſo 
The Remembrance of him is like the Com- 
poſition of a Perfume, that fills all around 
it with a charming Sweetneſs, and delicious 
Fragrancy. a 
As he abounded in fecular advamies, 
ſo did he employ them in the beſt Service) 
that of his God and that of his Country. 
And this upon Motives truly Chriſtian, 
more in love of the Praiſe of God, than ofthe 


Praiſes of Men; more in purſuit of a gw 


Name, than of a great one. | 

He was Juſt and Generous in RY his 

Actions: And the Good he did was always 
upon Noble Views and Honourable Motives. 
Nor was it more Remarkable for the Sub- 
ſtance and Matter of it, than for the Sincere 
intention, and unaffected manner of doing 
it, than for the Heartineſs, Candor aun 
Humanity of it. 

As his Poſſeſſions were Great, his Diſpo- | 
ſitions were Good. 

He was furniſh'd with all thoſe Habits and 


Graces that perfect the Soul, With the Or- 


naments 
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naments and Virtues of Hoſpitality, Gene- 
roſity, and Charity. 1 5 
Such a * of Temper, that tho he 
was often er the Obligations of Juſtice 
to Puniſh according unto Law; yet he had 
the Diſpoſition of a Chriſtian to Pardon ac- 
cording to the Gofpel. | 
Nor was he lefs tender and compaſſtonate 
to all that were really in Want. or Diftreſs. 
Looking upon his Indigent Neighbour as 
another Self, only a different Garb of Cir- 
eumſtances. Knowing alſo that He, of whom 
we every Day ask our Bread, made uſe of the 
Beggars hand to ask it of him. 11 
And this he did in the beſt Method of Re- 
lief imaginable. Not by that Popular and 
Oſtentatious way of Feeding the Idle at his 
Gates, which none but the Mob can com- 
mend, but by a way, that at once did an- 
ſwer both the preſent Neceſſities and future 
Wants of thoſe about him. And that was by 
projecting continually ſuchCoſtly andExpen- 
ſiveDefignsof Ornament and Beauty towards 
the Improvement of this his Beloved and De- 
lightful Seat, as whereby every one in bis 
Neighbourhood that had need and neceſliity, 
Labouring with their own Hands the thing 
that is good, might ſtill at his Charge eat their 
own Bread, and not the Bread of Idleneſs or 
D Deceit, 
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Deceit. And certainly the beſt Method of 
Relieving, is that of Employing the Poor. 
But we have till a nobler Inſtance of 
his Tenderneſs and Compaſſion expreſs d 
in a due Regard for the Honour of God, 
and a Zeal for his Worſhip and Service; 
In ſetting up the Houſe of his God, and in 
repairing the Deſolations thereof: For where 


He thought upon her Stones, it pitied him to 
Jee her in the Duſt, Behold then this little 


Sanctuary now form'd into a decent Fa- 
brick, firm on its Foundations, and com- 
pacted in its Superſtructure, giving ample 
Teſtimony of his Gratitude for God's Boun- 
ty and Zeal for his Glory. T1 

To conclude: In him we have loſt at 
once One of the moſt natural and im 
prov'd Abilities, One of the moſt=uſeful . 
Converſation, and One of the moſt faithful 


| Friendſhip ; his moſt excellent Lady a very 


tender and affectionate Husband ; his Ser- 
vants a good Maſter, the Poor a true Advo- 
cate and Patron, and the Rich, a moſt gene- 
rous and hoſpitable Neighbour. In him 


at once Learning and Learned Men have 
been depriv'd of a great Encouragement 


and Support, and his, I own, Honourable 
Profeſſion, of a bright Ornament; his 
Country of a true Friend, as in all Rela- 
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tions and Circumſtances ; ſo more eſpecial- 
ly, as to a moſt [mpartia] and Unbyaſs'd 


Diſtributien of Juſtice ; and the World of 
a ſhining Example of Probity and Honeſty, 


of Worth and Honour. 


And now as the Evils and Afflictions of 
this Life are deſignd by God as Tryals of 
Mens Virtues, how well did he acquit him- 
ſelf therein, and bear up againſt them with 


a Conſtancy ſuperior to them; and at laſt 
ſubmit to the Stroke of Death with a Dig- 


nity of Mind, truly Chriſtian > Thus as 
he enjoy'd modeſily. he ſuffer'd are y. And 
we humbly truſt has entitled bimfelf to the 


Reward of Virtue, the Happineſs of Hea- 
ven, to a Life Immortal, to Honours Un- 
ſpeakable, and to Joys full of Glory, 
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